Linaor;4.nkgr Jaco6sen
(1921-2008) - Pwt 35)l
Born 18 April 1921
Died 16 April 2008
Son of Paul and Emma Jacobsen
Spouse (1): Sylvia Lawrence, (2): Betty
Children: J.o, Vicki, Cindy and Sandy
Lindor Anker Jacobsen was born April 18, 1821 in Hovland to parents who had
emigrated from Norway. He graduated from Grand Marais High School and studied
at the University of Minnesota-Duluth. During World War II he served in the Army
Air Corps, then returned to college and graduated in 1948. He taught high school in
Kensington and Ceylon, and married fellow teacher Sylvia Lawrence in 1950. They
had four daughters.

Lindor rejoined the military (U.S. Air Force) in 1953 and honorably served in Oregon, British Columbia,
California, Texas, Montana, France and Belgium during his long career. He retired as a lieutenant colonel.

'Esten Jaco6sen
{1862-1947) - Pwt 41
Born 30 May 1862 Died 14 December 1947 Moose Lake, MN
Son of Jacob Myren and Randi (Knutsdr.) Myren
Spouse: Ingeborg Jac.obsen
Children: Randi, Torgine, Jennie Eline, Julia, Elise, Lawrence and Edward
Esten Jacobsen married Ingeborg Torgersdr. in 1887 in Norway. He came to the U.S.
His wife and daughter, Randi, came to the U.S. in 1890 and they settled in Rice Lake,
Wisconsin, where their next four children were born. Esten, his wife Ingeborg, and
their five children, moved to Hovland from their home in Rice Lake, Wisconsin, in
1907, settling in the "Flutereed Valley ". Four of their children, Jennie, Julie, Alec and
Edward, attended Flutereed Valley School when it opened in September, 1907. Like
their neighbors, the Jacobsens cleared the forest, built their home and carried on
farming. Their original home still stands on the overgrown clearing on the "North
Road", not far from the Flutereed River. Esten and Ingeborg and their children were
charter members of Trinity Lutheran Church when the congregation was organized in
1909. When Esten's wife and family moved to Superior, Esten remained on his
homestead. In later years, he didn 't get out too often as his eyesite was bad and he
walked to where he was going. He died in 1947 at the age of 85.

Inge6org Jaco6sen
{1864-1931) - Pwt 42
Born 9 September 1864 Died 4 September 1931
Daughter of Torger Olsen Aas and J.ohanna Jonasdr.
Spouse: Esten Jacobsen
Children : Randi, Torgine, Jennie Eline, Julia, Elise, Lawrence and
Edward
Ingeborg was born in Rennebo, Norway September 9, 1864. She married
Esten Jacobsen in Norway in 1887 and came to America in 1890. Ten
children were born to them, seven of which survived Ingeborg (at the time
of her death). They came to Rice Lake, Wisconsin and lived there for a
time and then moved to Hovland and settled in the Flutereed Valley area and lived. She and her family were
charter members of the Trinity Lutheran Church. However, Ingeborg didn 't care for the living conditions way
back in the woods and the loneliness.
Ingeborg took her kids and moved to Superior, Wisconsin. There, she purchased a rooming house and
rented out rooms. Her daughters helped her with this. They also worked at a laundry building to bring in
some extra money. Ingeborg died in 1931 at the age of 67.
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'l(aurin Jaco6sen
(1881-1955) - P[ot 23
Born 23 March 188111885
Died 6 September 1955 Hovland, MN
Son of Kristian and Hannah Jacobsen
Spouse: Nora Marie Jacobsen
Children : Ida, Esther and Caroline
Kaurin Jacobsen was born in Melba, Vesteralen, in
Norway, in 1881. He married Nora Olsen May 15,
1905 in Norway and they lived there for 3 or 4 years.
Kaurin went to Vancouver, Canada and worked on a
railroad for 3 years (1909-1912). Daughter, Ida, was 2 years old then. Kaurin
returned to Norway and lived in Me/bu, where Caroline was born. In 1924, he
came to the United States to Hovland. He joined his brother, Paul Jacobsen,
in commercial fishing in Hovland and also worked as a carpenter. After
becoming established in Hovland, he sent for his wife, Nora, who arrived from
Norway in 1929, with their daughter, Caroline. Esther and Ida had to wait,
because the visa was filled. They came to Hovland a year later. The family
settled in Hovland. In addition to fishing and carpentry, they raised chickens and sold eggs to people in the
Hovland area. He was known as "Bestefar", meaning grandfather. Kaurin died in 1955 at the age of 74.

Nora 9vtarie Jaco6sen
(1875-1949} -<Pwt 24
Born 25 February 1875
Died 22 April 1949 Duluth, MN
Daughter of Andreas and Ellen Olson
Spouse: Kaurin Jacobsen
Children: Ida, Esther and Caroline
Known as "Bestemor" (grandmother) by her grandkids
Nora Jacobsen was born in Melba, Vesteralen, Norway in 1875. She married
Kaurin Jacobsen May 15, 1905 in Lidbjorg, Norway. He was living in the same
area. Nora remained in Norway with their daughters when her husband
immigrated to the United States. In 1929, Nora and her daughter, Caroline,
came to the United States to join Kaurin in Hovland, where he was engaged in
commercial fishing. Esther and Ida joined the family the following year. Nora
was a Seventh Day Adventist. She was very fussy about not eating pork or
drinking coffee. Postum was the drink of her choice. The grandkids had white
coffee, which was hot water with milk and a sugar lump at her place and that made them feel special. Nora
lived in Hovland until her death in 1949 at the age of 74. She had a burst gall bladder and couldn't survive
the infection.

<Bernt Jaco6son
(1868-1952) - Pwt 69

J

Born 6 October 1868 Died 31 July 1952 Duluth, MN
Son of Johan and Ellen Jacobson Spouse: Marie Jacobson
Siblings: Martin Jacobsen, Mattie Olsen, Anna Eliasen
Bernt was born in 1868 in Trondheim, Norway. Bernt Jacobson
came to Hovland in 1889, at the age of 21 with his father. He was
a tall man. He and his father homesteaded on the east side of
Flutereed River, building a home for his mother and younger
brothers and sisters who had stayed behind in Norway and who
arrived a year later. Bernt was a good carpenter. He and his dad
built several places in Grand Marais. The distinction of being the
first actual mail-carrier within the Hovland settlement belongs to
Bernt, who distributed the weekly mail to homesteaders' cabins
on foot or snowshoes. He received a mere $1. 75 wages for three
months deliveries during 1890-91. Bernt built a home in Big Bay,
(which later became the property of Ruth Pearson Krause, his niece).

Bernt married Maria Reese (see photo to right}. Bernt died in 1952.
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:Marie (J(ise Jaco6son
(1856-1931) - Pfot 70
Born 20 June 1856 Died 11 March 1931 Hovland, MN
Daughter of lngebrit Rise
Spouse: Bernt Jacobson
Marie Jacobson was the wife of Bernt Jacobson. She came from Norway. She
was known as "Aunt Mary" to her nieces and nephews. Marie was a faithful
member of Trinity Lutheran Church until she became too crippled to attend. She
died in 1931 at the age of 74.
Marie 's death occurred Wednesday night, six days after she suffered a severe
fall down the stairs of her home, at which time her hip was broken. Her death is
attributed directly to this injury.

.Jlugust Jofinson
(1864-1926) - <Pfot 79/17
Note: It is thought his remains were placed in this plot (79). However,
his tombstone appears next to his wife- Hannah, at #17

-,

Born 23 November 1863
Died 11 October 1926
Son of Johan Gabrielsson and Caroline Andersdotter
. Spouse: Hannah Johnson
Children: John, Art, Robert, Amy, Clyde, Clarence, Charles and Millie
August Johnson came to Moose Valley in the early 1900's, working in the logging
camp of Jacob Peterson during the winter. In summer, the logging was
discontinued and August made his way back to his family in Duluth. After a
number of years traveling back and forth between Moose Valley and Duluth, he
decided he would like to stay the full year and have his family join him. In
preparation for their arrival, he built a one room cabin of hewn Jogs. When he
completed it, his wife and six children came to Hovland on the steamer "America"
in the year 1910. Together the family built a barn and cleared additional land.
They raised gardens, kept cows to have milk and butter, while supplementing
their food with wild meat - moose, deer and rabbits. They also picked wild strawberries, raspberries and
blueberries. August died October 11, 1926 in Moose Valley at the age of 62.

Jfanna fi Sofia Jofinson
(1872-1948)-<Pfot 16
Born 21 June 1873 Died 30 May 1948 Hovland, MN
Daughter of Carl Johan Johansson and Anna Gustava Nilsdotter
Spouse:AugustJohnson
Children: John, Art, Robert, Amy, Clyde, Clarence, Charles and Mill ie
Hannah Carlson was born in Kalmar Sma/and, Sweden June 21, 1872. She
came to the United States at the age of 16 years, coming to Cheboygan,
Michigan. On July 12, 1893, she married August Johnson in Cheboygan.
They moved to Duluth for a few years and then on to Hovland. Hannah
Johnson arrived on the steamer "America" in the year 1910, with her six
children. Landing in Chicago Bay they were met by people from the logging camp in Moose Valley who took
them by wagon and a team of horses to their new home. Hannah worked with her husband and children,
clearing the land and farming.
The Johnson 's lived across the road from the school house. Five of their six children attended the school
that first year in 1910. The teachers ate their meals at the Johnson home. Hannah enjoyed participating in
the social events such as meetings, parties and dances which took place at the schoolhouse. After the
Christmas program, Hannah usually served coffee to the group.

After Hannah 's husband died in 1926, she continued living in Moose Valley, carrying on farming with the help
of her daughter and sons. She died in 1948 at the age of 76, survived by her children - Amy, Arthur, Clyde,
Charlie, Clarence and Millie
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Car[ Victor Jofinson ak,a
CliarCey ("Priday") Jofinson
((!)ied 1950)- Pfot 18
Born 5 July 1861 Died 17 April 1950 Two
Harbors, MN
Son of John Gabrielsson and Matilda
Gustafson Brother to August Johnson
Charley "Friday" Johnson, brother to August
Johnson, was an early settler of Moose
Valley. He was born in Kalmar Ian,
Smaland, Sweden July 5, 1861. Carl
immigrated to the United States in 1900.
He left his wife and six children in Sweden. He lived in
Duluth for five years, before homesteading in Colville. His wife did not want to leave Sweden, despite his
efforts over the years to persuade her to come to the United States.
Only one daughter joined her father in the United States. Charley carried on Jogging most of his years, being
the proud owner of the first team in Colville. In addition, he was also proud to have the first mower and the
first thresher in the area. He was known as "Charley Friday" as he usually made his trip to Grand Marais on a
Friday.

Cliar[es Wi[[iam Jolinson
(1901-1971) - Pfot 20
Born 17 December 1901
Died 11 November 1971 Two Harbors, MN
Son of August and Hannah Johnson Spouse : Mabel (Stormoen) Johnson
Children: George, Richard, Charlene, Roberta and Leroy
Charles Johnson moved to Moose Valley in 1910, arriving from Duluth at the age of
nine, with his mother and family. He attended the Moose Valley School. As he grew
up, he and his brothers helped their parents, Hannah and August, to clear land for
farming and to assist in all the many chores. After his father died in 1926, he and his
brother built a more spacious family home. He married Mabel Stormoen in 1933. That
same year he also worked as general foreman in the Forestry Division at the Hovland
CCC camp 722. He and his wife had three sons and two daughters. After his work with
the CCC, Charlie worked as part of the Cook County Highway Maintenance crew for 26
years, retiring in 1968. He died three years later, in 1971, at the age of 70.

<M.a6e[Jofinson
(1906-1968) - <Pfot 19
Born 21 February 1906 Died 26 Sept. 1968 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Ole Stormoen and Selma (Foss) Stormoen
Spouse: Charles Johnson
Mabel was born at Bagley, Minnesota. She came to Hovland in 1929 to teach school,
her first year of teaching, at the Chicago Bay School and taught for three years. She
met and married Charlie Johnson, of Hovland, in 1933. The couple had three sons and
two daughters. Mabel took an active part in church and community affairs. She was a
member of the church council of Trinity and served as secretary of the congregation for
15 years (1953-1968). As an officer of Trinity Lutheran Church Women, she played an
active part in its many activities. For 20 or more years, Mabel represented her
community in reporting the Hovland News to the Cook County
News Herald. Mabel died in 1968 at the age of 62.

C[yae P,rnest Jolinson
(1903-1996) - <Pfot 113
Born 20 June 1903 Died 20 October 1996 Barnum, MN
Son of August and Hannah Johnson Spouse: Eileen (Kelly) Johnson
Clyde was born in 1903 in Duluth and moved with his parents to Moose Valley,
Hovland in 1910, where he grew up. He drove the Hovland school bus for several
years and was active in the Hovland Community Club and other community affairs.
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Clyde and his brother Charles helped to build the Hovland Town Hall.
On June 18, 1950 Clyde married Eileen Kelly, of Duluth. They moved to Moose
Lake in 1954 where he worked at different jobs while Eileen taught school. He
later moved to Barnum, MN. He died peacefully in his sleep at his apartment in
Barnum in 1996 at the age of 93

P.ifeen £aura Jolinson
(1913-1989)- Pwt 114
Born 13 May 1913 Died 17 February 1989 Moose lake, MN
Daughter of Earl and Alice Kelly Spouse: Clyde Johnson
Eileen received a B.E. Degree from Duluth State Teacher's College (now UMD)
in 1934. She did three years of rural teaching - one in North Dakota and two in
Hovland, where she met her future husband, Clyde. Eileen taught in high schools
at Grand Marais, Esko, Kimball, Bemidji and Barnum. She had a wonderful doll
collection of dolls from different parts of the world. She was good at needlework.

Cfarence }1.ugust Jolinson
{1905-1992) - Pwt 119
Born 21 September 1905 Died 9 November 1992 Grand Marais, MN
Son of August and Hannah (Carlson) Johnson
Spouse: Ida
(Sundquist) Johnson
Children: Duane, Carol and Arline
Clarence was born in 1905 in Duluth and came to Hovland aboard the ship
"America" at the age of 5 (in 1910). He attended Moose Valley and Chicago
Bay Schools. He married Ida Sundquist in Duluth June 5, 1929. They had
three children. Clarence worked with the Minnesota State Forestry
Department as a Forest Ranger from 1939 until retirement after 41 years, in
1970. He liked to dance and he liked to pick berries.
Clarence married Sylvia (Carlson) Johnson in December of 1979. He moved to Grand Marais and lived
there the last ten years of his life.
Clarence was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church and was on the building committee of the present
church. He served one term as council President (1964).

IaaJosepliine Jolinson
(1907-1972) - Pwt 4
Born 13 April 1907 Died 16 January 1972 Duluth, MN
Daughter of Werner and Mary Sundquist
Spouse: Clarence Johnson
Children: Duane, Carol and Arline
Ida Sundquist was born April 13, 1907 in Hovland. Her parents, Werner and
Mary Sundquist, were pioneer settlers of the "Poplar Hill' area of Hovland.
Ida was a charter member of the Trinity Lutheran Church.
Having lost her father at the age of 8, she learned early in life the meaning of
work and responsibility, helping her mother and brothers on the farm. She
attended Flutereed School with other children of the early settlers.
On June 5, 1929, Ida married Clarence Johnson. With the three children born
to them, the family made their home in Hovland. For many years, they
operated the Johnson cabins in Big Bay. Working with the cabins was a source
of satisfaction and joy to Ida, who took pleasure in meeting her guests and
making their stay enjoyable. Many of the visitors returned year after year and
some eventually built their own summer homes in the Hovland area.
Ida was active in church work, serving as treasurer of Trinity Lutheran Church for many years and also
treasurer of the Trinity Lutheran Church Women.
Ida died January 16, 1972 at the age of 64, at St. Luke 's Hospital in Duluth, where she had been a patient
for three weeks.
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9rf.att J{entfri(Jolinson
(1877-1927) - <F{ot 71
Born 24 August 1877 Died 15 October 1927 Lake Superior, Colvill area
Son of John and Anna Joh,nson Lived in Colvill Township
Matt Johnson, a Co/viii resident, was born in Vasa Len, Finland August 24,
1877, of "Swede-Finn" nationality. He immigrated to the United States, living
first in Eveleth, Minnesota. In 1907, he came to Co/viii, to homestead on his
farm. He and his wife continued to live in Co/viii while he carried on logging in
the winter, and worked at building roads. He also worked as a commercial
fisherman. Matt was fishing and a strong wind came up. It was during a
severe storm that Matt Johnson, rowing to reach the shore, overtaxed his heart
and died on the lake. The effort to row to shore was too much for his heart. By
the time a neighbor, Carl Sound, had noticed him having trouble and had
reached him with his own boat, it was too late. The end came for Matt in 1927. He was only 50 years old.
Matt was a member of the Hovland Lutheran congregation.

O{ga Sopliie Jolinson
(1914-1998)-Pfot 124
Born 30 September 1914 Died 14 March 1988
Daughter of Mons and Anna (Wick) Hanson Spouse: Russell W. Johnson
Two sons: Craig and Ronald
Olga was born in Hovland in 1914. She married Russell W. Johnson May 23, 1942 in Grand Marais and
moved to Duluth. She was a devoted wife and mother and was known for making handmade quilts. She
was a charter member of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd and was a member of its Ladies Circle.

(j(usse[[ WaUemar Jolinson
(1909-2002)-Pfot 125
Born 6 November 1909
Died 3 February 2002 Duluth, MN
Spouse: Olga S. Johnson
Son of Iver and Elna (Gullickson) Johnson
Russell was born in 1909 in Duluth. He was a lifelong Duluth resident, a graduate of
Denfe/d High School and attended UMD. He married Olga Hanson, of Hovland, May 23, 1942 in Grand
1
Marais. He was an Army veteran of WWII serving with the 1289 h Engineers in Europe and in the Asiatic
Pacific Theater. He was a draftsman for the U.S. Steel Plant for many years and for Minnesota Power from
1968 until he retired in 1974. He was a charter member of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. He
was a member of the National Rifle Association, the Isaac Walton League and had been active with the Boy
Scouts of America.

<RjcliaraJolinson
(1938-2006) -Pfot 134
Born 12 June 1938 Died 24 September 2006 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Charles and Mabel (Stormoen) Johnson
Children: Debbie and Jeffrey Spouse (1): Ginger Shelstad
Richard, known as "Dick", was born in Duluth. He was a lifelong resident of the Hovland
- Grand Marais area. He was employed as a heavy equipment operator in the
construction industry, a logger in Cook County, and later worked as a commercial
fisherman in Alaska. Dick enjoyed fishing and trapping.

Jim 'l(fopjer
(1914-2007)- <Pfot 0226
Born 24 October 1914

Died 14 October 2007 Duluth, MN

Son of Aime and Henry Klopfer

After retiring from his career as a butcher at Sanitary Meats and Bredeson's in
Minneapolis, Jim retired to Hovland in 1975. He was an active member of Trinity
Lutheran Church.
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<Do[[y }I. 'l(oss
(1899-1967) - P[ot 6
Born 13 October 1899 Died 20 May 1967 Duluth, MN
Daughter of William and Emma (Gilk) Spencer Spouse: John Louis Koss
Children: Kenneth and Dorothy
Dolly Spencer Koss was born in Malta, Montana in 1899. She attended schools in that
area and grew up there. She married John Koss June 4, 1925, at Grand Forks, North
Dakota and the couple came to the North Shore the same month. After they settled in Big
Bay, Dolly was busy raising her two children and actively involved in community and
church activities. Dolly was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church and a participant
in the work of the Ladies Aid, later known as Trinity Lutheran Church Women In addition to
being involved in early fund raising activities such as suppers, bake sales and bazaars,
she was also an officer of the Trinity Lutheran Church Women. She died in 1967 at the
age of 68.

~

Jolin Louis 'l(oss
(1896-1981)- Pwt 101

Born 20 January 1896 Died 18 March 1981 Grand Marais, MN
~
Son of John and Ellen (Bellmore) Koss
t ~
Spouse : Dolly (Spencer) Koss
John Koss was born in Duluth, Minnesota January 20, 1896, the oldest in a family of ten
children. In 1907, the family moved to Saskatchewan, Canada, where they farmed for
seven years. In 1914, the Koss family moved to Malta, Montana. When John was 18, he
filed on a homestead near Malta. His plans were changed when the United States
entered World War I and John enlisted in the army. He was sent for basic training to
Camp Pendleton, California, where he contracted pneumonia. After a serious bout with
the disease for six months, he was discharged from the hospital, weighing only 98
pounds. His military service ended, and he returned to Montana. On June 4, 1925, he married Dolly
Spencer in Grand Forks, North Dakota. The newlyweds came to the North Shore shortly afterward, living at
first near Red Rock, where John carried on commercial fishing. Eventually, John and Dolly settled in Big Bay
where they spent the rest of their Jives. John continued fishing commercially for 56 years. When he retired
from fishing, his hobby was cooking, especially apple pie although he was noted for his roasts and fish too.
John was an active member of Trinity Congregation, serving as treasurer for 13 years. He was a member of
the building committee when the present church was built. John was a 50-year charter member of the Royal
Order of the Moose of Two Harbors and the World War I Barracks Club.
John died in 1981 at the age of 85 years.

(Jofin)'Kjnnetfi 'l(oss
(1928-1980)- Pwt 104

~, ,~

Born 22 April 1928 Died 19 March 1980 Hovland, MN
Son of John and Dolly (Spencer) Koss
Remained Single ,
Kenneth Koss was born in Duluth in 1928, the son of John and
Dolly Koss. He grew up in the Big Bay area of Hovland,
attending Chicago Bay School and graduating from Cook County
High School. Beginning in the 1940's, he worked as a
commercial fisherman with his father. He served in the United
States Army during the Korean conflict. For thirteen months,
beginning in September of 1951, he was assigned to the Grave
Registration Company in Korea. On his return, he resumed
commercial fishing in Big Bay. A member of Trinity Lutheran
Church, he served as head usher for many years.
He died in 1980 at the age of 52.
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Ingvar Larsen
(([)iea 1918)- PCot 68
Born 15 May 1892 Died 5 Oct. 1918 Camp Grant, IL
lngvar Larsen was born in Norway in 1892. He was a single man who resided in Cook
County for several years, being engaged in fishing at Chicago Bay, Hovland. He was
drafted into service in the army in August and training at Camp Grant, Illinois.
lngvar died at Camp Grant, Illinois from the Spanish influenza.

· Cliarfes :Maine{fa
(1902-1977) - Buried in Grand Marais, St. John 's Catholic Cemetery
Born 16 August 1902 Died 16 December 1977 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Carl and Mary Mainella Spouse: Mildred (Johnson) Mainella
Charlie was born in Duluth and grew up in Duluth. After working a short time at his
brother's restaurant as a cook, he came to Schroeder and then to Hovland about
1931. He worked in the CCC camp's commissary and later had his own coffee
shop. In about 1937, he had his store and gas station.
Charlie married Mildred Johnson, of Hovland, on June 24, 1941 in Duluth. During
World War II, he drove truck during the construction of the Alaska Highway, and
then served as a cook steward on the ore boats. About 1948, he opened the store again (Hovland Fairway
Grocery) and retired due to health in 1958. He loved to cook and bake.
Charlie was in poor health his last 15 years. Charlie provided the nails and other miscellaneous items in the
construction of the present Trinity Lutheran Church. (His store was located approx. 2 blocks north of the
present church).

}lnarew :Mylir
(1872-1956)-PCot 25
Born 6 November 1871
Died 15 October 1956 Two Harbors, MN
Brother to Nels Myhr and Anna Jacobsen Never married
Andrew Myhr, oldest son of Anna Martha Myhr, was born in Norway in 1872, immigrating to the United
States with his mother, sister and brothers. He was a farmer, living on the homestead a short distance south
of the present Trinity Lutheran Cemetery. In addition to farming, he also worked on road construction for
many years. He died in 1956 at the age of 84.

}Inna :Martlia :Mylir
(1843-1934)- PCot 26
Born 3 May 1843 Died 9 January 1934 Hovland, MN
Children: Gustaf, Andrew, John, Nels and Anna
Anna Martha Myhr was born in Trondhjem, Norway in 1843. She came to
United States in 1916, being accompanied by her son, John. There is no
record of her husband coming with her, so we conclude that she must have
been a widow. She was the mother of Andrew, John, Nels and Anna
(Myhr) Jacobsen, who all settled in Hovland in the early days. Mrs. Myhr
and her sons lived a short distance from the site of the first Trinity Lutheran
Church, which was located where the cemetery is at present. The Myhr
family farmed on the property now owned by the Lewis family. Mrs. Myhr
was a faithful attendant of the Trinity Lutheran Church. A
stay-at-home person, she kept house for her sons and had a
limited social life, never learning to speak the English
language. She died at the age of 91.

Jolian}lmt :Mylir
(1879-1952) - PCot 27
Born 22 August 1879 Died 12 November 1952 Duluth, MN
Son of Gunder Olsen Myhr and Anna Martha Myhr Spouse: Minnie N. Myhr
John Myhr was born in Stadsbygden, Trondhjem, Norway in 1879. After immigrating to the
United State to Duluth in 1905, he later came to Hovland, where he was a longtime resident.
In later years, he established his home on Lake Superior, carrying on commercial fishing.
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Johan also did carpentry work. During 1933-34, he worked as general foreman at CCC Camp 722 in
Hovland. He had one son - John Jr. who presently lives in Little Marais, MN. John died in 1952.

!Nefs !M.ylir
(1882-1969) - Pwt 21
Born 12 January 1882 Died 27 December 1969 Grand Marais, MN
Youngest son of Fisher Gunder Olsen Myhr and Anna Martha Myhr
Remained Single.
Nels Myhr was born in Norway in 1882. He helped his brothers on their
family farm in Hovland. He also worked on road jobs in the Hovland area.
He died in 1969 at the age of 87.

<Bar6ara )1..nn !Nefson
(1926-1926) - Pwt 58

J(ja[mer !Nefson
(1885-1920) - Pwt 51
Died 18 April 1920
Son of Mathias and Johanna Nelson
Cook Co. News Herald dated April 21, 1920 states: "A telegram received Monday by J. Helmer Nelson, of
Hovland, notified him of the death of his brother Hjalmer Nelson at Nopeming Sanitarium on that day. He had
been an inmate of that institution for about 3 months.
Mr. Nelson returned last Friday from a visit with his brother, accompanying him were Anton Arnquist, of
Hovland, and Miss Esther Arnquist, of this village.
Hjalmer had been a resident of Hovland for about 12 years and was a young man of sterling character, with
a host of friends in this county, all of whom will be saddened to hear of his sudden demise. It is the intention
of his relatives to have his remains sent to Hovland for burial."

Jolin J{e[mer !Nefson
(1879-1940) - <l'{ot 57
Born 17 June 1879

Died 3 June 1940 - Accidental Drowning

Son of Mathias and Johanna Nelson

Helmer Nelson was born June 17, 1879 in Ornskoldsvik, Sweden. He came to
Chicago in 1905 and two years later moved to Mineral Center where he is said to
have been one of the first settlers. On August 29, 1925, he married Alida Nygren.
Helmer worked for the state highway department for 20 years.
Helmer, age 61, of Reservation River, drown in Lake Superior near the Sterling
Hotel. The accident probably occurred about 3:00 a.m. when the car had sped up
the main street past the Sterling Hotel and went off the road into the lake. Helmer's
body was found near the shore, but the other person with him was still in the car.
All but part of the top of the car was submerged. The car was first noticed at 6:00
that morning.

P.awin Jfifsen
(1905-1932) - Pwt 74
Edwin Nilsen, a half-brother to Nels Norman, was born in
Vesteraalen, Norway in 1905.
He immigrated to the United States in the early 1920's, coming
to Hovland about that time.
He worked as a commercial fisherman for several years before
he moved to the city.
He was killed in a car accident in 1932.
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John ::Martin :NiCsen
(1894-1964)-Pwt 67
Born 19 September 1894
Died 27 March 1964
Spouse: Karen (Bjerken) Nilsen
Son: Glenn
John Nilsen was born in Norway in 1894. As a young man, he worked on a
whaling ship in the Antarctic waters. He came to the United States when in his
late twenties, around the year 1925, and bought a farm in Co/viii, across the road
from the Bjerken's homestead. He married Karen Bjerken in 1931 and they had
one son - Glenn. John fished commercially in addition to farming. He also was
a carpenter, working at that trade whenever possible. He died in 1964, age 70.

:l(aren (<Bjerk§n) :JfiCsen
(1902-1951)-Pwt 66
Born 16 August 1902 Died 7 April 1951 Duluth, MN
Daughter of Hans and Anna (Johnson) Bjerken
Spouse: John M. Nilsen
Karen Bjerken was born in Norway in 1902, the daughter of Anna and Hans Bjerken. When her
father immigrated to the United States, she remained in Norway with her mother and one
brother. After Hans Bjerken had settled in the state of Washington, he sent for his family. Later
the family moved to Co/viii where Mr. Bjerken homesteaded. At the time, Karen was a teenager.
She grew up on the family farm, helping her parents with the
hard work of establishing their new home and making a
living. She later worked at some of the numerous logging
camps, cooking for the men. At the age of 28, she married
John Nilsen, who had bought a farm across the road from the
Bjerkens. They had one son - Glenn.
Karen died in 1951 at the young age of 48.

<Ba6y (Jir[ :Norman
(1926-1926) - (p{ot 75
Born 12 August 1926 Died 12 August 1926 (stillborn)
Daughter of Nels and Gudrun Norman
Baby Girl Norman was the baby daughter of Gudrun and Nels Norman, who did not live long enough to
receive a name.

Prea:Norman
(1925-1925) - Pwt 76
Born in 1925

Died 20 June 1925 at the age of 6 months Hovland, MN
Son of Nels and Gudrun Norman
Fred Norman was the infant son of Gudrun and Nels Norman. He died of a stomach ailment in 1925.

(Juarun J{enrietta :Norman
(1901-1959)-Pwt 15
Born 1 September 1901 Died 16 April 1959 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Oberg and Marie Otteson
Spouse: Nels Norman
Children: Fred, Lloyd and Marie
Gudrun (Ottesen) Norman was born in Sortland, Norway in 1901.
She immigrated to the United States in 1923. She was met in
Duluth by her fiance, Nels Norman, and they were married in
September of that year and came to Hovland to make their home.
She and Nels lived in Hovland most of their married life. They
owned and operated "Norman Cabins" for summer vacationers.
Gudrun was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church and of
the Trinity Lutheran Church Ladies Aid. She was an active
participant in the many fund raising activities and other projects of
the Church Women. She died in 1959 at the age of 58.
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:Jfe{s Otefius Norman
:
•

~

(1893-1989) - <PCot 90

Born 31 March 1893 Died 22 April 1989 Grand Marais, MN
Son of John and Jacobenna (Jeppeson) Norman
Spo·use: Gudrun Norman
Nels 0 . Norman was born in Vestelalen, Norway March 31, 1893. He lived
in Norway until the age of 19, immigrating to the United States in October,
1911. He married Gudrun Ottesen in Duluth on September 1, 1923. The
couple resided three miles east of Hovland, where he worked as a
commercial fisherman and resort owner. Nels was a veteran of World Wa r I.
Nels was in the United States Army. He belonged to the Sons of Norway
and was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church of Hovland.
Nels served on the building committee when the present Lutheran Church
was built. Through the years, he was a faithful attendant at services and held various offices in the
congregation. He was a self taught musician, playing the violin and the accordion. After living in Hovland
around sixty years, he moved to an apartment in Grand Marais.
His 9(jh birthday was celebrated with friends and relatives at the Cook County Nursing Home, where he lived
for a brief time. He died just three weeks after his birthday party at the age of 96.

<Bfitz ~amak,ia O 'Su{fivan
(1967 - 2002)- <PCot CB039
Born 20 January 1967 Died 14 July 2002 Red Wing, MN
Daughter of Judy Hong and Patrick O'Sullivan
Blitz was born in Heidleberg Germany. At age 3 months, she moved with her family to
Hawaii. In 1978, she moved to Northfield, MN where she lived at the Laura Baker
School. In 1995, she lived at the Lutheran Social Services residence in Red Wing, MN.
She worked at Interstate Rehabilitation Center. She attended Camp Winnebago
regularly and enjoyed attending Community Education dances.
Blitz was profoundly developmentally disabled but "her LQ (Love Quotient)" as her
grandmother Edna Hong wrote, was "so high it is immeasurable!"
Blitz, who never spoke a word, brought love and joy to many. Her grave marker, designed and made by Dan
and Lee Ross, of Hovland, depicts Blitz's expression of connection; she would back into those she had
accepted into her circle of friends for a hug.
Edna Hong wrote her book Turn Over Any Stone as a confrontation to "her first big taste of suffering .. .first
overwhelming sense of the futility, the immensity, the helplessness of human suffering. " Through this
experience of turning over "the heavy stone of the pain and suffering" she discovered Christ through whom
the pain and suffering are turned into instruments of your growing in relationship of God.
Blitz died in 2002 during a seizure in her sleep.

:M.arit (:M.ary) OCson
(1sJ8-192JJ - <Pwt 11
Born Jan. of 1838 Died 15 Oct. 1923 Hovland, MN
According to 1920 Cook County, MN Census records, Mary Olson,
mother-in-law to Elmer H. Harison, was living with Elmer and his family
..
E - which included Elmer, her daughter - Mary, and their three children . ~ ::- • ...-.. ~~ ~~ Hazel, Glennie and Nelita, on the North Road in Hovland. It shows that
Mary was age 83 at her last birthday, was widowed, had immigrated from Norway in 1888 and could speak
English. "Newsettes" from the Oct. 18, 1923 Cook County News Herald state that Mrs. Mary Olson, mother
of Mrs. Elmer Harison, of Hovland, died at the home of her daughter on Tuesday. The deceased was 85
years, 8 months and 16 days old at the time of her death. It also stated she would be buried in the Hovland
cemetery.
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}lrthur Prearick, Ongstacf
(1890-1971)- Pfot 13
Born 5 February 1890 Died 20 August 1971 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Oue Christoffersen and Anna Olsen
Spouse: Borghild Ongstad
Children: Raymond and Arthur Jr.
Arthur Ongstad was born in Hadsel, Norway, one of the Lofoten Islands, in 1890.
When he was around 20 years old, he immigrated to the United States in 1911. After working his first year in
a logging camp in Bemidji, Minnesota, he came to Hovland where he began commercial fishing in 1914. In
1917, he enlisted in the army, and received his citizenship papers.
While fighting in France, he was wounded in the leg by an enemy shell, an injury that he never fully
recovered. For the rest of his life, he wore a brace on his leg, and walked with a limp. While recovering at
the Vets Hospital in Fort Snelling, he learned to play the violin.
Returning to Hovland after the war, Arthur resumed commercial fishing for several years. On a visit to
Norway, he resumed his acquaintance with Borghild Robertson, who had also grown up in Melbo. In 1923,
Borghild left Norway and sailed to America to become Arthur's wife.
The newlyweds lived in Duluth for three years before coming to Hovland. Besides commercial fishing, Art
began building cabins for their resort business. During World War II, the Ongstad's moved to Duluth where
Art worked in the shipyards.
Arthur was active in church and community affairs. During World War II, he served on the Selective Service
Board. He also served on the school board of Independent School District 2. An active member of Trinity
Lutheran Church, he was president of the congregation for seven years. He was a member of the building
committee for construction of the present church.

<Borgfii[cf Ongstacf
(1898-1988) -Pfot 82
Born 19 March 1898 Died 27 January 1988 Duluth, MN
Daughter of Ole and Anna (Gulbrandsen) Robertsen
Spouse: Arthur F. Ongstad
Children: Arthur and Ray
Borghild Robertson was born in Melba, Norway in 1898. She grew up in Norway and
graduated from the school of nursing in 1920 at Oslo, where she worked as a nurse
there until she came to the United States in 1923. She married Arthur F. Ongstad,
who had come over from Norway in 1914, in Minneapolis on November 2, 1923. Her
wedding dress and hat were purchased at Dayton's Department Store in Minneapolis.
Borghild came to Hovland in 1926. She and Art operated Ongstad's Cabins for many
years before retiring. She was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church and
served as president of Trinity Lutheran Church Women for a number of years. She
moved to Duluth to live in an apartment during the last years before her death and had entered the
Lakeshore Lutheran Home in Duluth in September of 1987 after she broke her hip. She died January 27,
1988 at the age of 89.

Jlrthur Wi[[iam OngstacfJr.
(1924-1952)- Pfot 14
Born 1 November 1924 Died 9 August 1952 Fort Snelling, Minneapolis, MN
Son of Arthur and Borghild (Robertson) Ongstad
Spouse: Ruby Ongstad
Arthur William Ongstad was born November 1, 1924 in Duluth. He attended Chicago Bay School for 8 years and
Grand Marais High School for 4 years, gradua ting in 1942. He attended Duluth Junior College for one year before
being drafted into the army in 1944. After basic training, he was sent to France as an infantry soldier with the
Rainbow Division. While overseas, he contracted Nephritis (a kidney ailment) and was hospitalized for several
months. Art knew his illness was progressive and incurable and that he had only a few years. However, he went
back to school, his second year at Duluth Junior College in the fall of 1946. He married Ruby in September of 1947
and continued studying chemical engineering at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He and Ruby had two
sons - Peter and Ricky. As the years passed, Art was unable to carry a full academic load at the University. He was
just short of sufficient credits to graduate when he died in August of 1952.
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Tyna Ongstaa
(1900-1991) - <p{ot 5 (Cremated)
Born 14 November 1900 Died 29 December 1991 Hibbing, MN
Spouse: Carl Ongstad
Daughter of Jacob and Maria Maki
Tyna was born November 14, 1900 in Ishpeming, Michigan. As a girl, she grew up and attended school in Superior
Wisconsin and Aitkin, Minnesota. In 1958, Tyna was united in marriage to Carl Ongstad in Duluth. Following
marriage, the couple made their home in Duluth for a short time before moving to Hovland. Tyna worked as a
practical nurse for St. Luke's Hospital in Duluth and as a cook in the Duluth area. Tyna was a member and hard
worker for Trinity Lutheran Church. She served as president of the Trinity Lutheran's Ladies ' Aid. In 1986, she ma
her home in Hibbing. She passed away Dec. 29, 1991 at Leisure Hills Health Care Center, Hibbing, at the age of 9
4

(J)onafa <R.f,cli.ara Pa[mer
(1908-1985)- PCot (]0225
Born 18 August 1908 Died 19 December 1985 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Harry and Luella Palmer Spouse: Elsie (Soderlund) Palmer
Son: Mark Palmer
Donald Richard Palmer was born August 18, 1908 in Deshler, Ohio. In early childhood, he moved with his
family to Amhertsburg, Ontario, where he grew up. In later years the family moved to Detroit, Michigan.
After completing school there, Don attended a Vo-Tech in Bowling Green, Ohio, to learn his trade as a
machinist. He was employed for many years at Vinco Tool and Die Company in Detroit until the Depression
forced plant closings and mass unemployment.
On a visit to the North shore to see friends, Don decided to remain in the
area. He joined the CCC in 1933, working as assistant leader at Good
Harbor Hill CCC Camp. He met Elsie Soderlund and they were married
August 18, 1934.
Following the CCC years, Don purchased a saw mill and for several years
made fish boxes for commercial fishermen.
In January 1942, Don and Elsie moved to Santa Monica, California where
they were employed by Douglas Aircraft until Don joined the U.S. Navy in
1943. On February 10, 1944, he received a medical discharge and returned
to his job at Douglas Aircraft. He also worked for Hughes Aircraft, helping
building the famous "Spruce Goose".
The Palmers returned to Minnesota in 1945. Don again became a sawmill
owner, first making fish boxes and later sawing lumber for building
purposes. After retiring in 1978, he continued to work in his shop, doing
lathe work and engine repairs until ill health forced him to full retire.
Don was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church, serving as council
president for one term (1968). He was a member of the Community Club
and the Hovland Volunteer Fire Department. He passed away December
19, 1985 at the Cook County North Shore Hospital at the age of 77.
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Plsie <Pa[mer
(1909-1997)-<P[ot (}0225
Born 31 December 1909 Died 18 August 1997
Daughter of Jacob Soderlund and Mary (Mattson) Soderlund
Spouse: Donald R. Palmer
Son: (Donald) Mark Palmer
Elsie was born at mid-night on Poplar Hill, Hovland in 1909, the
third child of Jacob and Maria Soderlund. She was baptized February 15, 1910, the first baptism recorded in
the newly organized Trinity Lutheran Church. She attended the Flutereed Valley School and did her
secondary schooling at Grand Marais High School as a boarding student. She went to Duluth Teachers'
College (which is now UMD). Elsie taught school for six years at the Cloverdale School near Mineral Center,
"retiring" in 1934 to marry Donald Palmer August 18, 1934. They moved to California for a time and returned
to Hovland in 1945. She went back to teaching again at the Chicago Bay School with a short break when
their son Mark was young.
Elsie returned to teaching at Chicago Bay School after Mark entered school followed by four years of
teaching Head Start at Grand Portage. She also worked seven years for the U.S. Customs at Pigeon River.
Elsie was a great historian and wrote many newspaper articles for the Cook County News Herald regarding
historical events, particularly those which occurred in Hovland.
Elsie was also the East End news correspondent for many years. She gathered a lot of the information
about the various people who are mentioned in this booklet. Elsie was actively involved in Trinity Lutheran
Church. She served as president of the Ladies' Aid. Elsie and her son, Mark, moved to the cities in her later
years.

(J)onaU :M.arft<Pa[mer

J-

(1950-2003 <Pwt qo225
Born 29 January 1950 Died 16 June 2003 Brooklyn Park, MN
Son of Donald and Elsie (Soderlund) Palmer
Mark was a longtime Hovland resident. He enjoyed watching hockey games. He
moved to the cities for a time and then came back to Hovland, when his father was
sick, to help care for him.
Memories of Mark from Mary Jo Flack, friend and neighbor: "Many a day would find
Mark seated at our dining room table tickling our gizzards with his great sense of
humor. I remember the time a bunch of us gathered at Pelto's for an Elsie Palmer
birthday get-together. We played Pictionary. I'm NOT into board games! However,
playing Pictionary with mark Palmer was ... well .. .let's just say it was an Experience!
I never laughed so hard in my life. I finally just HAD to get myself a Pictionary game because of the great
memories it brings to Mind."
"Mark was a connoisseur of great music. He particularly loved classical. He
and Pat (Mary Jo's husband) would spend hours talking music. "
"There was the time both Mark Palmer and Soupy Hagen were NOT so beloved
by me, Mary Jo Flack. Flackie (Pat) had quit smoking quite some time before.
One day those three guys were sitting around our dining room table swapping
lies and telling big tales. They got onto the subject of pipe smoking. That 's the
last thing Flackie had smoked before he 'd quit. Soupy and Mark pulled out their
pipes. Flackie went to his old shop and rummaged around until he found his
long lost pipe - along with a pouch of tobacco. The rest is history- they're all
lucky they lived through it!"
After Mark's father, Don, passed away, he and his mother moved to the cities.
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CR.jcnara rt. Petersen
{1932-2001)- <E{ot )W17
Born 22 January 1932 Died 2 December 2001
Son of Elmer and Florence Petersen
Spouse (1): Elizabeth Rosso
Spouse (2): Loretta Bloomquist
Richard served in the Naval Reserve for eight years and during that period,
Richard married Elizabeth Lynn Rosso in
Minneapolis on July 5, 1952. They had
seven children, three of whom died in
infancy. He retired from his career with
Honeywell in 1987 and shortly thereafter,
l
moved to Cook County, MN to pursue his
love of hunting, fishing and trekking around
the north woods. Richard shared both the skills and the products of a
post-retirement interest in wood carving with friends and strangers alike.
1
He married Loretta Bloomquist. Dick died in Grand Marais after a brief
battle with cancer.

\

J{enry CR,§~
{1872-1945)- Pwt 33
Born 18 September 1872 Died 8 February 1945 Hovland
Spouse (2): Mary (Westerlund) Rex
Henry Rex was born in Maksmo, Finland September 18, 1872. He came to the
United States in 1892 and made his home in Palmer, Michigan. He moved to
Cook County in 1940 and married Mary Westerlund October 19, 1940. He died
unexpectedly, following a heart attack in 1945. His wife, Mary, and eight children
of a former marriage: Edith, Caroline, William, Jennie, Edward, Josephine, Olive
and Theodore, and 21 grandchildren survived him.

(l)ick, (}?s)ae[[
Pwt 50

Pau[ 0. (}?s)mstaa
{1940-2006)- Pwt )f.05
Born 21 June 1940 Died 28 November 2006 Richfield, MN
Spouse : Anne Kline
Son of Alf and Olga Romstad
Children: Andrew (a Lutheran Pastor}, Gretchen and Rebekah
Paul was one of three boys and the son and grandson (of both grandfathers) of
Lutheran Pastors. He mostly lived in the Midwest in Wisconsin, Illinois and
Minnesota. Paul attended St. Olaf College where he and his future wife -Anne,
were choir mates in the St. Olaf choir.
Rev. Paul 0. Ramstad was a graduate of St. Olaf College and Luther Theological
Seminary. He graduated in June of 1962 and was ordained in June of 1963. He
was a good preacher and served churches in Villa Park, IL, Evanston, IL and
Chicago, IL before serving at Woodlake Lutheran Church, Richfield, MN and Central Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, MN.
Paul and Anne married in June of 1963. Paul, a pure Norwegian, tall and slender, had a great laugh and
was a good storyteller and writer. He played piano, bass fiddle and clarinet. He loved anything to do with
trains. He also loved photography and was good at it.
Paul started coming to Hovland, to the Camp 20 area, in 1947. He and a group of guys purchased the Mons
Hanson farm. The Romstad's cabin overlooks the Flutereed River. Paul's heart was at this river cabin, out
in the woods. He was friends with the Hangs, Hinderlies and Berntsens, who also have cabins in this area.
Rev. Paul Ramstad passed away at the age of 66 due to complications of Parkinson's.
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P,c{wan[Jolin <R_yaen
(1906 -1988)- Pfut P0177
Born 21 November 1906
Died 1 February 1988 Lake Havasu City, AZ
Son of Gunder and Martha (Hallin) Ryden
Spouse: Mabel Potvin
Children: Darrell, Laverne, Larry, Joy (Carlson) and Clayton Ryden
Edward Ryden was born in 1906 in Aitkin, Minnesota. At the age of 14,
Edward began logging in Hill City, selling firewood. In 1937, he began logging
operations with sawmills in Big Fork, Effie, Bemidji and Bena. Fairway Foods
store was in Hill City and Ed was the butcher and had a slaughter house. Ed
married Mabel Potvin June 27, 1937 at Hill City. The family lived above the
Fairway Foods store until they bought a bungalow behind it.
In 1947, Edward moved to Pigeon River and purchased Sextus City from Sextus Lindahl. He renamed it
Rydens Pigeon River Resort. The property consisted of a gas station, a long building containing a restaurant,
beer garden and small gift shop, plus customs and 23 cabins. Beer was stored in a rot cellar behind the
store. He also had an ice house, hauling ice (which he also sold) from Thunder Bay out of Lake Superior on
flat bed trucks. They cut the ice themselves and stored it in sawdust. It would last all summer.
The family lived in the upstairs of the log building until it burnt to the ground in 1959. The new border
crossing was established in 1963 and the business at the new location was called Rydens Border Store. Ed
retired in 1972 in order to fish the summers in Lake Superior and to winter in Arizona. He died suddenly on
February 1, 1988 in Lake Havasu City, Arizona.
Ed enjoyed card playing including gin rummy and cribbage. He was always visiting
someone and then fishing, hunting and in his early years, trapping rounded out his
activities and interests. Ed never neglected his family. He and Mabel had Just
celebrated 50 years of marriage with a big party in September of 1987.

<Ma6e[ <M. <R.yaen
(1908-2000)- Pfut P0178
Born 6 September 1908 Died 11 December 2000
Daughter of Fred Potvin and Hattie (Martineau) Potvin
Spouse: Edward Ryden
Children: Darrell, Laverne, Larry, Joy (Carlson) and Clayton Ryden
Mabel was born in 1908 near Brainerd in Mayfield, MN. She lived her life in Hill
City, MN. Mabel married to Edward Ryden June 21, 1937.
They moved to Grand Portage in 1947.
They established Ryden's Border Store. After retiring in 1972, she enjoyed spending her winters in Havasu,
Arizona and Florida. Mabel loved traveling in her motor home and entertaining people.
Mabel liked writing letters and caring for older people in her earlier years while working in home health care.
She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Grand Portage.

P.awin Sannes
(1891-1945)- Pfut 46
Born 12 May 1891
Died 9 November 1945 Hovland, MN
Son of Elling Christopherson and Ida Jensen
Spouse: Mary (Sundquist) Sannes Daughter: Helen
Edwin Sannes was born in Norway in 1891 and came to Duluth at the age of 21. He
worked as a commercial fisherman most of his life. He married Mary Sundquist in
1928. After he and Mary left their farm, they lived at several different properties,
including their home in Moose Valley and their home next to Lake Superior in
Hovland. Prior to World War II, they purchased a small "ranch" in Fontana,
California, where they lived for several years. After leaving Fontana, they bought a
home in Salem, Oregon. Eventually, they returned to the Hovland area, where Ed
died of a heart ailment in 1945.
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'Viofet (<Droui{fard) Sclieuring
(1922-2008)- Pfot 72<B
Born 18 June 1922 Died 13 May 2008 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Francis and Esther (Arnquist) Drouillard
Spouse (1): Raymond Lind Sr.
Spouse (2): Gregory Scheuring
Children: Wayne, Raymond Jr. DyAnn, and Barbara
Violet was born in 1922 in Odanah, Wisconsin. At the age of 3, she moved to
Hovland where she attended grade school. She moved to Chicago, Illinois when
she was 16 and then to Minneapolis where she owned and operated Vi's Cafe for
12 years. Violet retired to Grand Marais. Vi, along with raising her family, was a
waitress and cook through the years. She enjoyed cooking - ,especially fudge at
Christmas time. She enjoyed Twins' games, going to garage sales, and
Rendezvous Days and Pow-Wows at Grand Portage.

J{aro{cl £. Scliuppe{
{1902-1964)-Pfot 7
Born 30 August 1902 Died 28 December 1964 Hovland, MN
Son of John and Wilhelmitia (Hahn) Schuppel
Spouse: Leona (Bergsven) Schuppel Children : Virginia and John ("Jack")
Harold Louis Willard Schuppel was born in 1902 in Winona, MN. His schooling was
in Winona and after high school, he attended Dunwoody Institute, Minneapolis, from
which he graduated. He began his career in forestry in April of 1923, working over
the years as a draftsman in the St. Paul office and a tower builder for the Forest
Service. He had complete charge of tower construction from laying out base plans
to setting tower piers and doing steel work, checking the completed structure, and
supervising other crews erecting towers. In 1932, Harold went to Grand Rapids,
where he worked in the newly established supply depot.
Harold was made assistant supervisor in 1939 and then placed in charge in Grand
Rapids until 1946, when he came to Hovland.
Harold Schuppel, his wife Leona, and their children, Virginia and John, moved to
Hovland in 1946. After being district ranger in the Hovland area for ten years he was
transferred in 1956 to the Hill City area and in 1962, to the Orr district.
He retired on his 62"d birthday, after having served in the Forest Service for over 41 years. He and Leona
returned to Hovland to live at their lakeshore home. He died unexpectedly at his home on Dec. 31, 1964.
During his years in Hovland, Harold served as chairman of the building committee, doing a lot of volunteer
work in the construction of the present church building and working on every phase of the project.
Harold spent almost all his spare time working on one church project or another. Harold constructed most of
the pews in the church. He also built the altar and the lectern.
Harold built the stain glass window and put the window in. When the St. Olaf
crew had any questions, they would ask Harold's advice.

Leona :M..arie S cliuppe[Sundquist
{1912-1981)- Pwt 99
Born 27 August 1912 Died 14 September
1981 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Martin and Ida (Edwards) Bergsven
Spouse (1): Harold Schuppel
Spouse (2): Arthur Sundquist
Children: Virginia and John ("Jack")
Leona Bergsven was born in Galata, Montana in
1912. Her parents, Martin and Ida Bergsven,
moved to the Bemidji area where Leona grew up. She worked in the forestry office
in Bemidji for some time before moving to the St. Paul office of the Department of
Natural Resources. There, she met Harold Schuppel, who worked as a draftsman
in the DNR office. The two married June 20, 1931 and moved to Grand Rapids the
following year.
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The Schuppel family moved to Hovland in 1946, when Harold was transferred here. During their ten year
residence in Hovland, Leona was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church. She served as an officer of the
Trinity Lutheran Church Women and also taught Sunday school for a number of years.
In 1956, Leona and Harold moved to Hill City where Harold was transferred. After her husband's retirement, the
couple returned to Hovland to live. Leona was the Hovland Post mistress for many years. Leona continued to
live in their home on the lake shore after her husband's untimely death in 1964.
Leona married Art Sundquist in 1966. She died in 1981 at the age of 69.

q. Cfiar[ene Smith
(1940-1992)- <PfutA014
Born 17 July 1940 Died 9 December 1992 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Charles and Mabel Johnson
Spouse: Dallas H. Smith
Children: Dallas, Grant and Shane
Charlene was born in Hovland, MN. She attended the Chicago Bay School and then
graduated from Cook County High School in 1958, with honors. Charlene married
Dallas Smith October 25, 1958 in Grand Marais. Over the years, she has worked at
the Cook County Nursing Home as a nursing assistant and as a waitress at many
restaurants, including Harbor Light. She enjoyed knitting, ceramics and crossstitching. Cancer was diagnosed in June of 1989 and Charlene last entered the
hospital on Sunday, November 22, 1992. She died there at the age of 52.

(J)a[fas Jfarfey Smith
{1932-2002)- <PCotA014
Born 12 October 1932 Died 13 Dec. 2002
Son of Lester and Mildred (Linnell) Smith
Spouse: Charlene (Johnson) Smith
Dallas was born in Mineral Center, MN. He was a lifelong resident of Grand Marais,
self-employed by OS Forest Products. He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War, as a Sergeant and Sharpshooter. Dallas was an avid hunter, trapper, fishing and
hunting guide. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and brothers.

(Jaco6) Plmer Socler[uncl
(1907-1953)-<Pfut 28

....

Born 20 November 1907 Died 4 July 1953
Son of Jacob and Mary Soderlund

Elmer Soderlund was the second child of Jacob and
Mary. Elmer was born in 1907 in Hovland. He attended
Flutereed School until the age of 14, when he went to
work Jogging with his father. He worked at Jogging and
roadwork during the next years. From 1943 to 1945, he
served with the U.S. Army. His employment was with
timber operations in the country. He accompanied his
father to Colorado Springs, Colorado, when Jacob went
there for health reasons. He worked in Colorado with a
pipeline construction company until his father died in
March of 1928. He served in the army during World War JI as an MP. After the war,
he returned to Hovland, working at logging until his health failed. After suffering a
stroke in 1948, he was a patient at Veteran's Hospital at Fort Snelling. Elmer was
able to spend summers with family members, returning to Jive at Fort Snelling Soldier's Home in winter. He
died at the Veteran 's Hospital in 1953. He was a charter member of Trinity Lutheran Church.
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:MiUrecf:Mary Socfer[uncf
(1905-1927) - <J>{ot 32
Born 1905 Died 11 June 1927 Age 21-9-17
Daughter of Jacob and Mary (Mattson) Soderlund
Mildred Soderlund, the eldest child of Mary and Jacob, was born at Eveleth,
Minnesota in 1905. She came to Hovland with her parents in 1906 when she
was just one year old. She grew up in Hovland, attending Flutereed School for
eight years. When Trinity Church was
organized in 1909, she and her parents
became charter members of the
congregation. While still in her teens she
contracted tuberculosis, which she fought
unsuccessfully. She died at the age of 22 at
her home in Hovland.

:Mary (Mattson) Socfer[uncf
(1880-1928) - <Pwt 30
Died 2 April 1928 Duluth, MN
Spouse: Jacob Soderlund
Children: Mildred, Elmer, Elsie, Ethel, Marvin, Lillian, Waldemar and
Vernon
Mary Mattson was born in Terjarvi, Finland in 1880. She immigrated to the
United States around 1900. For a year she worked as a maid in New Jersey
before traveling to Superior, Wisconsin where she had relatives and friends.
There, she met and married Jacob Soderlund May 28, 1903 at Superior, WI.
Later, the couple moved to Eveleth, Minnesota where Jacob worked in the
mines. Together with the Sundquist and Westerlund families, Mary and her
husband & their first baby, Mildred, moved to Hovland in 1906.
Homesteading in the wilderness, the Soderlund's daily lives were filled with
the work of farming and raising a family. Mary worked hard like other pioneer
women, caring for their children, raising gardens, caring for the
farm animals, and canning berries in summer.
Mary sewed, mended and knit socks and
mittens for the family for which she spun the yarn.
Mary was a charter member of the Trinity Lutheran congregation. She
found time for visiting neighbors and for church activities.
Just three weeks after the death of Mary's husband in 1928, she died at
St. Mary's Hospital in Duluth, following surgery, an operation for
appendicitis and gall stones. Mary and Jacob left seven children, ages 7
to 20, the four youngest of which were placed in the home of their
appointed guardian, Alphonse Ellquist, who lived in Moose Valley
(Hovland).

Jaco6 Socfer[uncf
(1819-1928)-<Pwt 31
Born 19 Sept. 1879 Finland
Died 16 March 1928 Colorado
Spouse: Mary Soderlund
Children: Mildred, Elmer, Elsie, Ethel, Marvin, Lillian, Waldemar and
Vernon
Jacob Soderlund was born in Finland in 1879 and immigrated to
the United States at the turn of the century, traveling here on the
S.S.Stockholm of the Swedish American Line. He lived in Superior,
Wisconsin, in an enclave of Swede-Finns who had settled there.
There, he met and married Mary Mattson, a newly arrived
immigrant from Finland. After working in Superior a few years,
Jacob and his wife, Mary, moved to Eveleth, Minnesota, where he
found work in the underground iron mine.
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Jacob, along with his neighbors, the Westerlunds and Sundquists, were the first
inland settlers, taking out a homestead in the "Poplar Hill" area of Hovland. Along
with his good friends, he began clearing the land for farming and building his first
log home. During the years that followed, the inland farmers enlarged their
clearings where they raised hay, oats and vegetable gardens, kept cows, pigs,
chickens and horses. To eke out a living, the men worked at road building and
in logging camps. Jacob was a charter member of the Trinity Lutheran
congregation.
Jacob contracted tuberculosis of the lungs in later years, and moved to
Colorado Springs, Colorado for health reasons. While there, he died after a
bout of influenza in 1928, at the age of 49.

(Jolin) Walaemar Soaer(una

.. ,
,

(1918-1937) - <Pt:ot 29

Born 6 September 1918 Died 27 January 1937 Two Harbors
Son of Jacob and Mary Soderlund
Waldemar Soderlund was the seventh child of Jacob and Mary Soderlund,
born in 1918 in Hovland. He grew up on the family farm until the death of
his parents in 1928.
Waldemar and his two brothers, Marvin and Vernon, and his sister, Lillian,
moved to Moose Valley where they made their home with their guardian,
Alphonse Ellquist and his wife. "Waldy"
. ,. '1-""t.,~~JS6"1i~
attended Chicago Bay School through
~;.J,., (~
#-~
the fJh grade. During the next years of
·
~
the depression, he worked at various
.....
jobs in the area, entering the CCC in
1936. He became ill with pneumonia during the winter of 1937, and was
taken to Two Harbors Hospital, MN where he died the same year at the
young age of 18.

..

CCarence Strana

,-

(1904-1977)-<Pt:ot 10
Born 22 November 1904
., ·~
~
Died 26 December 1977 Grand Marais, MN
Son of John and Emma (Peterson) Strand
Spouse: Helen (Thoreson) Strand
Children: Maribeth and Bruce
Clarence Strand was born in Minneapolis in 1904. He grew up in Siren, Wisconsin
and before coming to this area in the early 1930's, he owned a gas station in
Siren, did road work in South Carolina and worked as a logger in the International
Falls and Ray areas. About 1934, Clarence began logging on Isle Royale and later
worked with the Meade Timber Company {the forerunner of Consolidated Paper
Co.) at Camp No. Eight, north of Hovland. During World War II, he worked shortly
in Greenland, returning to Cook County in 1942.
On November 20, 1943, Clarence married Helen Thoreson at the old church at Hovland. In the early 1950's,
he worked with the Strand-Thoreson Coal Trucking and about 1953, he started with the Thoreson
Construction Co. and worked as a bulldozer operator. Illness forced him to retire in 1968.
Clarence was a member of Trinity Lutheran church. When the present Trinity Lutheran church was being
built, Clarence let the workers use his homemade cement mixer for most of the cement work that was done.
Clarence died on December 26, 1977 at the age of 73.
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)Iugust Werner Sundquist
(1882-1915)- <Not 48
Born 1 August 1882 Died 31 January 1915 Hovland, MN
Son of Karl August and Amanda Victoria Sundquist
Spouse: Mary Sundquist
Children: Oscar, Ida, Arthur and Oliver
August Werner Sundquist, aka Verner, was born in Aland, Finland in 1882.
He immigrated to the United States and came to Eveleth, Minnesota, where
he worked in the mines. He met and married Mary Osterback in 1903. They,
along with their one-year-old son, Oscar, moved to Hovland in 1906. Along
with two other families, the Westerlunds and Soderlunds, he homesteaded at
"Poplar Hill". He and his neighbors worked together, to clear the land and
farm. Werner also worked at logging. He was a charter member of Trinity
Lutheran Church, having helped to build the first church on the site of which is
now the Trinity Cemetery. His funeral was the first one to be held at the
"new" old church. Werner died in 1915 of pneumonia, at the young age of 33,
leaving a family of four children, ages 6 months to 9 years.

<M.ary Sundquist Sannes
(1883-1950)- <Pfot 47
Born 24 October 1883 Died 14 September 1950 Hovland, MN
Daughter of Johan Osterback and Lisa Sofia Wast Osterback
Spouse (1 ): Werner Sundquist Spouse (2): Edwin Sannes
Children: Oscar, Ida, Arthur and Oliver Sundquist and
Helen Sannes
Anna Maria Osterback was born in Vasa, Finland in
1883. She came to the United States at the age of 18
and became known as "Mary".
Mary met and married Werner Sundquist in 1903 at
Eveleth, Minnesota. She moved with her husband,
Werner, and son, Oscar, to Hovland in 1906. She was an
active charter member of Trinity Lutheran Church and of
the Ladies Aid. After her husband died, she and the
children worked hard and continued to make a living by
farming. Mary was an early age "business woman". She purchased various parcels
of land and later resold most of them.
In 1928, Mary married Edwin Sannes. Mary died in 1950, of cancer, at the age of 67.

)Irtfiur Sundquist
{1910 -2003) - <Pfot 97
Born 15 September 1910 Died 25 April 2003 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Werner and Mary Sundquist Spouse (1 ): Nellie Sundquist
Spouse (2): Leona Schuppel Sundquist
Spouse (3): Helen Strand Sundquist
Children: Alice, Joyce, June, Susan and Arthur (by Nellie)
Arthur was the middle child of Werner and Mary Sundquist, born in 1910 in
Hovland, MN. He lived in the "Poplar Hill" area with his parents and attended the
Flutereed School. His father died when he was just 4Ji2 years old. Art worked for
the Cook County Highway department thirty-seven years, retiring in 1974. He
was a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church and served a term a council
president (196 7). He left Hovland in 1979 and moved to Grand Marais, where he
built a new home. He took a great deal of pride in his vegetable and floral
gardens and immaculate lawn. He married his first wife, Nellie Spencer in 1936 and they had five children.
She died of cancer in 1962. He married in second wife, Leona Marie Schuppel, April 30, 1966 at Hovland.
She died of cancer in 1981. He married Helen Elizabeth Strand July 10, 1982 at Hovland. Art and Helen
enjoyed going to Alamo, Texas for 15 winters. Art passed away at the North Shore Hospital in Grand Marais
in 2003, where he was recovering from recent knee surgery.
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:}(e[Cie 9rtargaret Sunaquist
(1915-1962) - Pwt 9
Born 8 July 1915 Died 7 August 1962 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of William and Emma Spencer
Spouse: Arthur Sundquist
Children: Alice, Joyce, June, Susan and Arthur Jr.
Nellie Spencer was born in Malta, Montana in 1915. After her mother died when
she was only thirteen, she came to Hovland in 1928 to make her home with her
sister - Dolly Koss, and her family. She attended school in Chicago Bay. She
married Art Sundquist February 14, 1936 and the two first lived on the Sundquist
farm. Later, they bought the Jaski property where they continued to live during her
lifetime. They farmed, raised a garden and strawberries, and even kept a cow.
Nellie was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church and the Trinity Lutheran
Church Women, and a Sunday school teacher. She died of cancer in 1962 at the
young age of 4 7.

}Iugust Lennart Sumfquist
(1909-1909) - <F{ot 49
Born 4 February 1909 Hovland, MN
Died 11 July 1909 Hovland, MN
Son of Werner and Mary (Osterback) Sundquist
August Lennart Sundquist was born in 1909, and died that same year.

OCiver Sumfquist

,-

(1914-1981)- Pfot 109
Born 9 August 1914 Died 19 August 1981 Duluth, MN
~
Son of Werner and Mary Sundquist
t · ~
Spouse: Irene Sundquist
•
Children: Larry, Dianne, John and Wendy
Oliver Sundquist was born in 1914 to Mary and Werner Sundquist in Hovland.
He grew up on their family farm in the "Poplar Hill" area of Hovland. He
attended Flutereed School grades 1 though 8. Having lost his father when he
was only a baby, he helped his mother and two older brothers and sister to run
the farm. After his mother moved away from the farm, he and his brother
continued to live there for several years.
Oliver married Irene Evelyn Olsen before he went into the army during World War II.
After the war ended, Oliver returned to Hovland with his family. He hauled the mail from Grand Marais to the
United States Border at Pigeon River. For many years, he was employed by the county in road maintenance.
Oliver also worked for Edwin Thoreson Construction for several years until he was disabled in a car accident.
The last fifteen years of his life were spent in a wheelchair living at the nursing home. Oliver died in 1981.

Oscar Werner Sunaquist
(1905-1980)- not 6uriea at cemetery, cremated",

asfies scattered"at moutfi of CarCson Creek,
Born 24 May 1905 Died 8 April 1980 Wisconsin
Son of Werner and Mary Sundquist Spouse: Anne Oberg Sundquist
Oscar Werner Sundquist was born May 24, 1905 at Eveleth,. Minnesota. In
September, 1906, he moved with his parents, Werner and Mary, to the Hovland area
known as "Poplar Hill", with two other pioneer families. They arrived by boat in
Chicago Bay and traveled inland to their homesteads. While building their cabins,
the families lived in a cabin near the site of the old Trinity Lutheran Church. Oscar
attended the Flutereed School, located on the "North Road".
Oscar was a charter member of the Trinity Lutheran Church.
Oscar married Anne Oberg Gordon in 1926 and started a garage business on the
old highway.
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When the new Highway 61 was opened in 1932, Oscar moved his garage business to a new site (now
Mesenbring's garage-2009). He continued operating the garage until his retirement in 1971 when he and his wife
moved to their home "The Squirrel's Nest" at Big Bay.
There, Oscar had a shop where he did welding, making stoves, trailers and repair work.
Oscar and his family moved to California for a time. Upon moving back to Hovland, he constructed a large steel
trailer to haul all their stuff back. During the building of the present Trinity Lutheran Church, Oscar let the St. Olaf
staff use this trailer to load up loose rocks found along Highway 61 to bring back to the church building site.
This was the rock that was used in the rockwork of the church. In addition, Oscar did the welding that needed to
be done for the church. He and Einar Lofgren made the hinges for the doors.
Over the years, Oscar served on the school board, Hovland Town Board, North Shore Hospital Board and on the
board of directors of the Arrowhead Electric Cooperative. He was a member of the Grand Marais Lions Club,
Masonic Lodge and the Hovland Community Club. In 1976, he was honored with the Senior Citizen's Award at
the annual Fisherman 's Picnic.
Oscar died unexpectedly April 8, 1980 while visiting at the home of his daughter and son-in-law, Marjorie and
C. W. "Bud" Fay in Cedarburg, Wisconsin. Memorial services were held on Saturday, April 19, 1980, at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Grand Marais.

Car{?rf.artin rr'horeson
(1882-1972) - Pwt 11
Born 6 November 1882 Died 23 August 1972 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Knute Toreson and Maret Halvorsdatter
Spouse: Randi (Jacobsen) Thoreson
Children: Irene, Edwin and Helen
Carl M. Thoreson was born in Norway in 1882. He lived in Sweden for several years and
emigrated from that country at the age of 16 (1898), settling in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. There,
he met and married Randi Jacobsen, daughter of Esten and Ingeborg Jacobsen. In 1907, the
couple moved to Hovland, homesteading some distance beyond the Mons Hanson place.
After several years of hardship, Carl and Randi bought a log home and property from
Reverend Sandeno. The y had enlarged the log house and raised their three children there
until 1935-36, when Carl built another house on the same property. Carl made a living by road construction and
logging, and also did some farming. In later years, during World War II, he worked on defense projects in
Greenland, the Aleutian Islands, and the Alaska Highway. He worked on the A/can
Highway construction and for many years during the winter months, he logged in the
Hovland area.
Carl was a member of the Trinity Lutheran church and was a part of the building
committee for the present Church.
The Thoreson 's sold their home and built another house on Highway 61, near the
home of their daughter Helen and husband, Clarence Strand.
Carl died in 1972 at the age of 90.

<Jqincfi Inge6org %oreson
(1887-1954)- Pwt 12
Born 11 December 1887 Died 30 October 1954 Duluth, MN
Daughter of Esten and Ingeborg Jacobsen
Spouse: Carl Thoreson
Children: Irene, Edwin and Helen
Randi Jacobsen was born in Rennebo, Norway and immigrated to the United States with
her mother- Ingeborg Jacobsen, at the age of three. Her father, Esten, had preceded them
to the United States some years before. They made their home in Rice Lake, Wisconsin.
Randi married Carl Thoreson October 18, 1907 in Superior, Wisconsin. The young couple
moved to Hovland in 1907, the same year that several other pioneer settlers arrived from
Rice Lake and other areas of Wisconsin. They first homesteaded a mile or so beyond the
Mons Hanson place. After several years, they bought a log home and property owned by
Reverend Sandeno, where they lived until 1935-36, when Carl built a new home on the
same property. Randi was an active member of Trinity Lutheran church and of the Ladies
Aid, as it was called some years ago. She served as an officer of the Ladies Aid for many
years. She died in 1954 at the age of 67.
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P.dwin P.ar{ rrfioreson
(1914-2001) - Pwt 85
Born 6 February 1914 Died 15 January 2001 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Carl and Randi Thoreson
Spouse: Mildred (Potter) Thoreson
Children: Wendy and Randi
Edwin was born in 1914 in Hovland, where he grew up and
attended the Old North School. As a young man, he served in
the Civilian Conservation Corps in Hovland and worked for
Mead Timber Co. During World War II, he served in the
Army's Aviation Engineer Division in Bermuda, building an
airport. After the war, he returned to Cook County and Mead Timber, as a
bookkeeper and scaler He worked for Hjalmer Helmerson logging. In 1946, Edwin
started his own company with a truck and bulldozer and in 1962, incorporated as
Edwin E. Thoreson, Inc. He continued operating the company until his illness.
Edwin helped in the building of the present church. It was during the time he was
starting out with his own construction business, but he was willing to donate the use
of his equipment, when needed, for helping with the construction. He donated his
truck to haul most of the gravel used. Someone would drive it down to the beach by
the Brule River, back it out on some boards on the beach and then people would hand shovel the gravel into
the truck until they had a load, drive the truck back to the church and dump it and then start the process all
over again. He also donated the use of his "Bantam Crane" to get the beams lifted up to form all the arches.
These were big heavy beams and would have been about impossible to lift into place without the use of his
equipment.

<Wemfy <Thoreson ry'ecosfienk.9
(1949-1995) - <Pwt C066
Born 18 July 1949
Died 2 January 1994 Grand Marais, MN
Daughter of Edwin and Mildred (Potter)
Thoreson
Children: Jason and Peter
Wendy was born in Two Harbors in 1949 and
grew up in Grand Marais. She graduated from
Cook County High Schoof in 1967 and from
Winona State College in 1972 with a major in music. She married Bob Yecoshenko in
1973 and moved to Dickinson, ND, where she taught music in schools and was an
organist in the Lutheran Church. She and her children returned to Grand Marais in 1987. She was active in
all phases of music as an accompanist on the piano, organ and accordion. She helped with the Cook County
Senior High music program and taught music in the Silver Bay schools. She a/so taught private piano
lessons in Grand Marais. She worked in the U.S. Customs Office at the Pigeon River Port of Entry. She was
a member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Wendy died after an acute asthma attack in Grand Marais.

Lutfier Lamar <Wa{face
(1954-19 11) - <Pwt 2
Born 7 March 1954

Died 26 September 1977 Lake
Superior
Son of Luther and Lillian Wallace
Brother to William Wallace
Luther was canoeing in the Brule River w/brother William
and their canoe capsized. Both young men drown.
Luther's body was recovered later that day in Lake Superior.
Luther was born March 7, 1954 in Los Angeles and moved to Denver in 1956. He later moved to the
Naniboujou, with his family, located 15 miles east of Grand Marais in May of 1963.
Luther ("Luke 'J graduated from Cook County High Schoof in 1972 as an honor student. He was active in
track and basketball and was named oµtstanding track athlete of the year for Cook County High School in
1972. Luke had worked at Naniboujou resort in the summers and at the Lutsen Ski Hill in the winters, where
he was manager of the ski rental and repair.

52

Wi[[iam :Merf[ey Wa[Cace
(1949-1977)-Pwt 1
Born 7 May 1949 Died 26 September 1977 Lake Superior
Son of Luther and Lillian Wallace
Brother to Luther Wallace
William was canoeing in the Brule River w/brother Luke and their canoe capsized.
Both men drown. William's body was found Dec. 18, 1977 at Big Bay, Hovland.
William was born May 7, 1949 in Los Angeles. He moved to Denver in 1956 and
later moved to the Naniboujou Lodge, 15 miles east of Grand Marais, in May of
1963.
William graduated from Cook County High School in 1967 and went on to study at
the University of Minnesota at Minneapolis. He became active as a lay missionary
and devoted his full time to activities with the Campus Church of Minneapolis and
with Fish Enterprises (a business support organization) . In 1973, he served in
Budapest, Hungary, and served in England from August, 1975 to May of 1977.
While there, he gained experience in restaurant activities and he returned to be co-manager of Naniboujou
with his brother. William married Jane Westerlund September 7, 1964 in Minneapolis. They had a son Jonathon Daniel Wallace.

Jl[6art Wester[unrf
(1893-1917)-Pwt 45
Born 13 January 1893 Died 7 October 1917
Fergus Falls, MN
Son of Andrew and Mary Westerlund
Albart was born at Negaunee, Michigan January 13,
1893. Albart was a young boy of 13 when he came to
Hovland in 1906 with his parents, Andrew and Mary.
He worked with his parents, establishing their
homestead farm. He was one of the first pupils to
attend Flutereed School when it opened in 1907. He
was a boy of especially fine character and was highly respected by all who knew
him. The only child of the Westerlunds, his untimely death at the age of 24 was
a tragedy to his family and friends.

Jlnrfrew Wester[unrf
(1871-1936) - Pwt 43
Born 6 June 1871
Died 20 October 1936 Hovland, MN
Son of Carl and Anna Westerlund
Spouse: Mary Westerlund (Rex)
Son: Albart
Andrew Westerlund was born in Esse, Finland in 1871. He
immigrated to the United States about 1891, as a young
man, and found work in the iron mines of Upper Michigan. In
later years, he worked in the iron mines in Eveleth,
Minnesota. There, he became close friends of the Werner
Sundquist and Jacob Soderlund families. In 1906, the three families came
to Hovland filing on adjoining homesteads in the "Poplar Hill" area, planning
to farm there.
They cleared the wilderness, built their first log cabins and planted gardens.
The men supplemented their income with road work and working for logging companies.
Andrew Westerlund, his wife Mary, and son Albart were charter members of Trinity Lutheran Church, organized in
1909. When the first church was built in 1913, the foundation timbers came from the Westerlund homestead. Andrew
was an active member of the Town Board of Supervisors during the early years of Hovland as a township. He died in
1936 at this home at the age of 65.
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Jd.ary Wester[und ~~
(1868-1968)- Pfot 44
Born 15 May 1867 Died 10 January 1968
Daughter of Herman Anderson Son: Albart Westerlund
Spouse (1 ): Andrew Westerlund Spouse (2): Henry Rex
Mary Westerlund Rex was born in St. Wa$a Jan, Finland in 1868. She
married Andrew Westerlund in 1890 in America. They lived in Upper
Michigan for a time, where Andrew worked in the mines. After living in
upper Michigan and later in Eveleth, Minnesota, she moved to Hovland with
her husband, Andrew, and her son, Albert, in 1906, along with two other
families - the Sundquists and the Soderlunds. She worked with her
husband to build their log cabin in the wilderness and clear the land for
farming. Over the years she took over the care of most of the farm animals
and raised a beautiful garden. Mary was the neighborhood midwife,
delivering many of the babies during the pioneer years.
After her husband died, she lived alone on their farm for many years.
Mary married Henry Rex October 19, 1940.
After the death of her second husband in 1945, she lived on the farm for a time,
eventually moving to Grand Marais. Mrs. Rex lived in Grand Marais for 15 years. A
home was built especially for her by the Marvin Soderlunds, who were her special
friends and close neighbors and who helped her in so many ways. Mrs. Dave
McGiverin was her helper at her home for several years until Mrs. Rex
was taken to the hospital.
Mary lived to celebrate her 10dh birthday at a party in her honor
at the East Bay Hotel in 1968.
Mary Westerlund Rex was an active member of Trinity Lutheran Church during its
early years, serving as president of the Ladies Aid for several years. During her
tenure, she was responsible for the purchase of the church bell, which is still in use
at the present church. She had many friends, especially in the Hovland community where she spent so many
years.

Jlndrew WicR/Wiik,
(1872-1967)- Pfot 59
Born 14 December 1872
Died 21 May 1967 Grand Marais, MN
Son of Iver Jonsen Hunvik and Ragnild Anderson Hunvik
Andrew Wiik was born December 14, 1872 in Norway. He came
to Ortonville as a young man of 19. In 1903 he was married, and
a child was born to them, but not long after that, both wife and
child passed away. In 1925, Andrew came to Hovland to Jive with his sister and brother-in-law, the Mons
Hansons. He became affectionately known as "Uncle Andy", and lived a quiet life in his quiet way. He was
employed as a farmer and day laborer.

1

*****

Jl cemetery "is a remem6rance of tliings past,
a liistory carved in granite tliat wi[[ endure. "
-Uli((iam Jon J{o{m
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OUrtrinity Lutheran Cfturcft, Jfov fana, :Minnesota - 6ui{t in 1913
Pfioto courtesy ojCooli.,Co1111tyJt15torica[Society

55

,..

56

'lne Jfymn (J3oan{ ana tfie Church (J3efIwere origina[(y usec[ in tfie oU'l'rinity Lutfieran Cfiurcfi.
'lney are now usec[ in tfie present 'Trinity Lutfieran Churcli, focatec{ ne~ to Jfigfiway 61 in Jfo'CJ/anc[, :Minnesota - 2009
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